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are speaking well of me. They will speak ill soon enough.
As Mr. Loeb remarked to me to-day, sometime soon I shall
have to spank some little brigand of a South American
Republic, and then all the well-meaning idiots will turn and
shriek that this is inconsistent with what I did with the
Peace Conference, whereas it will be exactly in line with it
in reality. Of course I am very much pleased at the out-
come. I tried as far as it was humanly possible to get the
chances my way, and looked the ground over very carefully
before I took action. Nevertheless I was taking big chances
and I knew it, and I am very glad things came out as they
did. I can honestly say, however, that my personal feel-
ings in the matter have seemed to be of very, very small
account compared to the great need of trying to do some-
thing which it seemed to me the interests of the whole
world demanded to be done."

September 2, 1905.
To Senator Lodge:

"I am very much pleased to have put the thing through. I
am almost ashamed to say that while physically in fine trim
the last three months have left me feeling rather tired, be-
cause from a variety of causes I have not had at hand to
advise with the Cabinet Ministers who were dealing with the
subjects that were at the moment the most important, and so
have had to run everything myself without any interme-
diaries. ' *

To Jiis daughter Alice (Mrs. Nicholas Longworth), on the

same date:

' 'I have had all kinds of experiences with the envoys and
with the governments, and to the two latter I finally had
to write time after time as a very polite but also very in-
sistent Dutch Uncle. I am amused to see the way in which
the Japanese kept silent. "Whenever I wrote a letter to the
Czar the Eussians were sure to divulge it, almost always in
twisted form, but the outside world never had so much as
a hint of any letter I sent to the Japanese. The Eussians
became very angry with me during the course of the pro-